
Tuesday, March 19, 2024
8:00 AM  - 8:45 AM

8:45 AM - 9:00 AM

9:00 AM - 9:20 AM

9:20 AM - 9:30 AM

9:30 AM - 9:40 AM

9:45 AM - 10:45 AM

10:45 AM - 11:00 AM

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

12:00 PM - 1:30 PM

1:30 PM - 2:30 PM

2:30 PM - 3:00 PM

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM

4:00 PM - 4:15 PM

Registration  and Check in (in-person only)

Welcome and Land Acknowledgement
Emcee welcome: Ashley Bethel
Land Acknowledgement: Elizabeth Sunnyboy

Alaska Native Dance Performance

Welcome from the State of Alaska
Lindsey Kato, Director of Public Health, Dept. of Health

Welcome from Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium
Weather Potdevin, Sr. Director of Community Health Services

Vaccine Fatigue: The elephant in the room
Dr. Gretchen LaSalle, Multicare Rockwood Clinic

BREAK 

Powerful cancer prevention made easier
Dr. Sherri Zorn, Washington HPV Free Task Force

LUNCH PRESENTATION
Priya Helweg, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS), Office of the Secretary, Region 10

Conversation with Dr. Ben Hoffman, President of American
Academy of Pediatrics

Dr. Ben Hoffman, American Academy of Pediatrics
Dr. Anna Ogena, AAP Alaska Chapter President
Rebekah Morrisse, State of Alaska

BREAK

Centering the Family
Dr. Kimá Joy Taylor, Anka Consulting

Closing Remarks 

Alaska Maternal Child Health 
& Immunization Conference 

*Presenters and times subject to change.

*Hybrid



Alaska Maternal Child Health 
& Immunization Conference 

*Presenters and times subject to change.

Wednesday, March 20, 2024
9:00 AM - 9:15 AM

9:15 AM - 10:15 AM

10:15 AM - 10:30 AM

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Welcome and Housekeeping
Emcee: Ashley Bethel

“I Don’t Look Like I have it!” -  Supporting Those Who have
an FASD 

Gina Schumaker, Alaska Center for FASD 

BREAK

Concurrent Sessions

*Virtual Only

LUNCH (On your own)

Concurrent Sessions                                                        1:00 PM - 2:00 PM

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

1:00 PM - 1:30 PM

Community-based
breastfeeding support:

Unique programs for
unique communities

Amber Christis, Heather
Preece, Jennifer Heller,

Laura Norton-Cruz,
Stephanie Stang, 

Room 1
Unique issues in

parental and child
health within the

LGBTQIA2S+ community:
lifting the gendered lens

Tracey Wiese

Room 2
Screening for Syphilis
Infection in Pregnant

Women
Audrianna Marzette,
Preetha Raj, Tyrone

Peterson

Room 3

Preventing ACEs through
pre-birth familial

screening:
Operationalizing public
health data for clinical

providers
Jared Parrish

Room 1
Preventing Congenital

Syphilis in Alaska
Elizabeth Ohlsen

Room 2
Pre-Pregnancy Health
Risks by Presence and

Extent of Disability,
2019-2020

Abigail Newby-Kew

Room 3
Improving Oral Health
Status among Alaska

Native Children – A
Collaborative Approach

Julie Morris, Megan
Ackerman, Thomas Allen

Room 4



Alaska Maternal Child Health 
& Immunization Conference 

*Presenters and times subject to change.

BREAK

Concurrent Sessions 

1:30 PM - 1:40 PM

1:40 PM - 2:10 PM

Primary HPV Screening:
Working towards

eliminating cervical
cancer

Bethany Berry

Room 1
Navigating Alaska

Resources for Maternal
and Child Health Data

Kaerin Stephens

Room 2
Improving Oral Health
Status among Alaska

Native Children – A
Collaborative Approach

Julie Morris, Megan
Ackerman, Thomas Allen

Room 4 cont.

End of Day 21:30 PM - 1:40 PM

Thursday, March 21, 2024
*Virtual Only

9:00 AM - 9:30 AM Concurrent Sessions

9:30 AM - 9:45 AM BREAK

Regional Changes in
Parent-reported Early

Childhood Caries &
Associated Factors –

Progress & Challenges
(and how you can help!)

Dane Lenaker, Frances
Wise, Laura Grage

Room 1
Evolving Trends of an
Accelerating Syphilis

Epidemic — Alaska,
2018–2022

Julia Rogers

Room 2
Maternal Mortality

Reduction: Culturally-
matched doulas

supporting lifespans of
all Alaskans

Faith Ozer Green, Lisa
Schwarzburg

Room 3

Wednesday, March 20, 2024
*Virtual Only



Alaska Maternal Child Health 
& Immunization Conference 

*Presenters and times subject to change.

*Virtual Only

Concurrent Sessions 9:45 AM - 10:15 AM

SUID in Alaska: MCDR
Findings and

Recommendations
Melissa Bradley

Room 1
Healthy Smiles: Early

childhood care
coordination to address

oral health disparities
Timothy Thomas,  

Gretchen Day, Jennifer
Dobson, Asela Calhoun

Room 2
Reducing IPV/SV and

maternal death through
culturally-relevant

supports
Laura Norton-Cruz

Room 3

BREAK

Concurrent Sessions

10:15 AM - 10:30 AM

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Thursday, March 21, 2024 cont.

LUNCH (On your own)

Hear Her – Amplifying American Indian and Alaska Native
Voices and Sharing Culturally Centered Resources 

Brittany Behm, U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Closing Remarks

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM

2:00 PM - 2:15 PM

Sometimes it’s about the
process: an overview of

the Aligning Early
Childhood and Medicaid

(AECM) Alaska’s
Journey Mapping Project

Dr. Kima Joy Taylor,
Rebekah Porter, Emily

Urlacher

Room 1
Integrating PRAMS and

Immunization Data:
Maternal Factors
Shaping Pediatric

Vaccination Milestones
in Alaska

Richard Trantow

Room 2
Securing Our Future:

Child Passenger Safety
Programs in Rural

Communities
Mandi Seethlar

Room 3
Leveraging Screening,
Brief Intervention, and

Referral to Treatment to
Support Women’s
Health Equity and

Improved Maternal
Health Outcomes 
Genevieve Casey

Room 4


